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The Renaissance
The Elizabethan theatre. The medieval heritage and the humanistic influence. The structure of the theatres. The companies of players. 
William Shakespeare: Life and Works. The history plays and the love comedies. The great tragedies and the dark comedies. The romances. Themes: women and love; women and power; fathers and daughters; the world as a stage. 
Richard III: Plot. Passage: My kingdom for a horse. Machiavelli in England.
Romeo and Juliet: Plot. Passage: Only your name is my enemy. Shakespeare, Bandello and the Italian Novellisti. 
Hamlet: Plot. Passage: To be, or not to be
Macbeth: Plot. Passage: Macbeth shall sleep no more
The Tempest: Plot. The island’s mine by Sycorax my mother

The Seventeenth century
History: Charles I. Stuart absolutism. The civil war. Cromwell’s Commonwealth. The Restoration. Religious persecution. James II. The glorious revolution. Modern parliamentary England. 
Society: Anglicans vs. Puritans. The Puritan’s appeal to the mercantile classes. New cultural and social values after the Restoration. The rebuilding of London. The French influence. 
Culture: Literature. Poetry. Restoration drama. Restoration prose. A new scientific and philosophical outlook. Science and the Royal Society. 
John Milton: Life and Works. Features and themes. Puritan and Humanistic ideals. The sonnets. 
Paradise Lost: Plot. Passage: Satan takes possession of hell

The Eighteenth century
History: The reign of Queen Anne. The treaty of Utrecht. A foreign trade policy. George I. The role of the prime minister. The ministry of Walpole. The two party system: Whigs and Tories. George II and the European wars. The Jacobite rebellion. The Seven Years’ war and Pitt’s ministry. The conquest of India. George III and the British empire. 
Society: The middle class and the aristocracy. Middle class values. The education of the middle class. Moderation in government and religion. Politics and Ideas. Humanitarianism. The role of women in society. 
Culture: The Augustan Age. Neoclassicism. A belief in order. Rational philosophies. The reaction to classicism. The novel and the middle class. British literature and travel literature.


The Rise of the Novel
The need of realism. The realistic novel. Utopian fiction. The epistolary novel. The sentimental novel.
Daniel Defoe: Life and works. Features and themes.
Robinson Crusoe: Plot. Passage: Robinson and Friday. Truth and fiction. Robinson as a mercantile hero. Robinson as the archetype colonist. The myth of the natural man: Rousseau and Robinson.
Jonathan Swift: Life and works. Features and themes.
Gulliver’s travels: Plot. Passage: Beloved horses, hateful men. A great satire. Utopia vs. reality.
Samuel Richardson: Life and works. Features and themes.
Pamela: Plot. Passage: Pamela refuses Mr. B’s advances. The first psychological novel. The epistolary novel: Richardson, Rousseau, Goethe and Foscolo.
Clarissa: Plot

Grammar
Unit 1, On your marks : Present Simple. Present Progressive. Adverbs of frequency. Unit 3, What are you like?: Present Perfect Simple. Present Perfect Progressive. Comparisons. Unit 4, Learning Zone: Future time. Must, have to, need. Unit 5, The Place to Be: Defining relative clauses. Non-defining relative clauses. Unit 6, What on earth…?: Conditional sentences. 

Literature: from Literary Tracks
Grammar: from Channel your English
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