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THE EARLY ROMANTIC AGE (1760 – 1798)

· historical and social background

· The Hanoverians

· The loss of  American colonies

· The French revolution

· The Industrial revolution

· The laissez-faire theory

The literary context

· twilight of classicism

· Emotion vs reason

· New trend in poetry

· The gothic novel

Edmund Burke

Focus on the text: On the Sublime

Thomas Gray (1716 – 1771)

· life and works

· focus on the text: Elegy written in the country churchyard
Mary Shelley

· life and works

· Frankstein or the Modern Prometheus

· Focus on the text: The Creation of the Monster
THE ROMANTIC AGE (1789 – 1830)

· historical and social context

William Wordsworth

· life and works

· Lyrical Ballads
· Focus on texts:

The Preface to the Lyrical ballads

I wandered lonely as a cloud

My heart leaps up

Samuel Taylor Coleridge

· life and works

· The Rime of the ancient mariner
· Focus on the text: It is an ancient Mariner
Second generation Romantics:

· George Gordon Lord Byron

· Percy B. Shelley

· John Keats

· Focus on the text Ode on a Grecian Urn
The Romantic novel
Jane Austen

· life and works
· Focus on the text: Mr and Mrs Bennet (Proud and Prejudice)

· Focus on the text: The Black Cabinet (Northanger Abbey)
The American short story
Edgar Allan Poe
· life and works

· Focus on the text: The Black cat
THE VICTORIAN AGE (1837 – 1901)

· Historical and social background

· Queen Victoria 
· The Chartist Movement of the reform Bills
· Social reforms
Literary Production

· the early Victorian novel: types of novel

· Victorian poetry

· The dramatic monologue

· Victorian Drama

· Aestheticism and decadence

Charles Dickens (1812 – 1870)

· life and works

· Focus on the text: 

Oliver is Taken to the Workhouse (Oliver Twist)
Emily Bronte (1818 – 1848)

· life and works

· Wuthering Heights
· Focus on the text:

Catherine Marries Linton but Loves Heathcliff 
Late Victorian novelists

George Eliot (1819 – 1880)

· life and works

· The Mill on The Floss
· Focus on the text:

Slow Boys Need Good Schooling
Robert Louis Stevenson (1850 – 1894)

· life and works

· The Strange case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hide
· Focus on the text: Jekyll Turns into Hide
Oscar Wilde (1854 – 1900)

· life and works

· The Picture of Dorian Gray
· Focus on the text: The Preface to Dorian Gray
THE AGE OF ANXIETY AND MODERNISM

· historical and social background

· The social reforms of the first decades of the 20th century

· The First World War

The literary context

· a new concept of time

· modernist poetry

· modernist novel

· the stream of consciousness

James Joyce (1882 – 1941)

· life and works

· Ulysses
· Focus on the text:

Mr Bloom’s Cat and Wife

Virginia Woolf

· life and works

· Mrs Dalloway
· Focus on the text:

She Loved Life, London, This Moment of June
George Orwell (1903 – 1950)

· life and works

Accanto alla letteratura, uno spazio di tempo è stato  dedicato alla ripetizione ed al consolidamento delle strutture morfo-sintattiche fondamentali della lingua inglese.
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