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ROMANTIC AGE

William Wordsworth:

Life and main works. The manifesto of English Romanticism. Man and natural world. Childhood and memory. Recollection in tranquillity.

· A certain colouring of imagination.

· The solitary reaper.

· My heart leaps up when I behold.

Samuel Taylor Coleridge:

Life and main works. Importance of imagination. The power of fancy. Importance of nature.

· The Rime of the ancient Mariner: content; atmosphere and characters; “the Rime” and traditional ballads; Interpretations.

From The Rime of the ancient Mariner:

· Part I;

· Part VII;

· Parts II to VI (summaries)

John Keats:

Life and main works. The role of Imagination. Beauty: the central theme of his poetry. Physical beauty and spiritual beauty. Beauty and truth.

· Ode on a Grecian Urn.

Percy Bysshe Shelley:

Life and main works. Shelley's themes. His Idealism. The role of imagination. Nature.

· Ode to the West Wind

VICTORIAN AGE

Charles Dickens:

Life and works

· David Copperfield: plot; narrative technique; main themes; is David a hero?; realism and enchantment.

Passage from David Copperfield: “The first day at school”.

· Oliver Twist
Passage from Oliver Twist: “Oliver wants some more”.

· Hard Times
Passages from Hard Times: “Nothing but facts”; “Coketown”.

Oscar Wilde:

Life and works

· The Picture of Dorian Gray: plot; narrative technique; the typical dandy; allegorical meaning.

Passages from The Picture of Dorian Gray: “The Preface”; “The Portrait”.

· The Ballad of Reading Goal: content; Wilde's last work.

Passage from The Ballad of Reading Goal: “The story of a Hanging” (lines 1-54)

THE MODERN AGE

Thomas Stearns Eliot:

Life and main works

· The Waste Land: the sections; the concept of history; the mythical method; style.

Passage from The Waste Land: “The burial of the dead” (section 1)

James Joyce:

Life and works. The modernist features of his work; subjective perception of time; impersonality of the artist.

· Dubliners: the origins of collection; naturalistic description; the use of epiphany;
paralysis-escape; characters; narrative technique: the language.
Story from Dubliners: “The Dead”

Passage from The Dead: “She was fast asleep”.

· Ulysses: the mythical method; the setting; the relation to the Odyssey; the representation of human nature; narrative technique; language.

Passage from Ulysses: “Molly's Monologue”.

Virginia Woolf:

Life and works.

· Mrs Dalloway: characters; setting in time and place; interest in society; Clarissa Dalloway; Septimus Warren-Smith and the connection between them.

Passage from Mrs Dalloway: “The Party”.

· V. Woolf/Vanessa Bell – The Bloomsbury Group.

George Orwell:

Life and works.

· Nineteen Eighty-Four: structure and plot; a novel about the future; a nightmarish world; Winston Smith; style; an influential novel.

Passage from Nineteen Eighty-Four: “This was London”.
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